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Abstract 
Elements of society, individuals, families, businesses, states and other organizations 
are held together by communication. Throughout history, communication technology 
was a factor in the rise and fall of the empires. The success of the European 
civilization in the previous centuries can be attributed, in part, to the continent's 
openness to innovation in communication technology. Currently the whole world is 
witnessing a revolution in this area. Lessons can be learned from the past and from 
analyzing the present. This is being done on one hand in policy strategy projects that 
put the ICT developments into a broader context of global trends. On the other, a 
scientific base is being created by a new interdisciplinary science called Internet 
Science. Some results of both kinds of projects taking place in Europe will be 
discussed. 
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Žiga Turk is a Professor in Construction Informatics at the University of Ljubljana. He 
was twice a minister in the Government of Slovenia and Secretary General of the 
Felipe Gonzalez's Reflection Group on the Future of Europe. Born in 1962, Professor 
Turk holds a B.Sc. in Civil Engineering, M.Sc. in Computer Science and Ph.D. in 
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